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Thales Introduces an Evolutionary  

Touch Passenger Media Unit built on Android® OS 
 

WINNER OF THE 2010 AVION AWARD  
BEST IN TECHNOLOGY 

 
WAEA Long Beach, CA, September 14, 2010 – Thales, a leader in In-Flight Entertainment 
(IFE) and connectivity systems, unveils a new product called the Touch Passenger Media 
Unit (TouchPMU).  Designed to be both a stand-alone media access device and a controller 
for the seat display, the TouchPMU is a menu driven, touch screen unit that carves out a new 
product category that will transform the passenger experience adding multi-task capability 
and more functionality.  
 
 Built on the Android® operating system, the TouchPMU will be able to host endless 
applications.   Its mature, open source, web-based platform make it easy to integrate 
functionality and leverage existing gaming and application resources. As a stand-alone 
media access device, the TouchPMU locally stores a wide range of applications independent 
of the new TopSeries system.  This allows passengers to engage in activities such as watch 
moving map flight information, order food and beverages, play games, take a survey, shop 
and even chat onboard while at the same time engage with the seatback menu options. As a 
controller for the seatback display, the unit enables the passenger to browse all system 
functions through an intuitive touch screen interface.  
 
Physically, the TouchPMU is a hand-held 3.8 inch LCD display unit with resolution of 800 x 
480 pixels. It incorporates leading edge ARM Cortex Processor technology for PC 
performance at cell phone power levels, and uses capacitive touch technology, which is used 
in most mobile phones and many PCs today for smooth to the touch navigation. Multi-touch 
capabilities include two finger pinch for expanding and reducing picture or menu sizes, finger 
swipe for turning menu pages and two finger rotation to adjust viewing orientation. The unit 
provides 3D graphics acceleration as well as an accelerometer for 3D graphic rotation and 
support for local games and applications. In the future, the product will include an Adobe 
Flash player for playback of videos typically found on the web. 
 
“The TouchPMU is a breakthrough for Thales and for the industry. It is a very powerful 
device that will provide airlines tremendous flexibility on what they offer their passengers and 
how they can engage with them. I am very excited about how this product and the integration 
of Android® will continue to evolve and build more innovative applications,” said Alan 
Pellegrini, Managing Director for the Thales In-Flight Entertainment business.   
 
About Thales 
Thales is a global technology leader for Defence & Security and Aerospace & Transport markets. In 
2009, the company generated revenues of 12.9 billion euros with 68,000 employees in 50 countries. 
With its 22,500 engineers and researchers, Thales has a unique capability to design, develop and 
deploy equipment, systems and services that meet the most complex security requirements. Thales 
has an exceptional international footprint, with operations around the world working with customers as 
local partners.  
 
In the In-flight entertainment market for over 10 years, Thales serves nearly 60 world airlines and 
maintains a strong global presence with offices in the United States, UK, France, Germany, 
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Singapore, and China.   For more information about Thales In-Flight Entertainment Systems visit 
www.thales-ifs.com . 
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